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'The Razor' slices, dices life's basic data
Andrea Jones - Staff
Thursday, February 9, 2006

It weighs a whopping 35 tons, is attached to five miles of winding copper 
cable, and, researchers hope, will help lead to major medical breakthroughs in 
the fight against cancer and other deadly diseases.

Jeffrey Skolnick, Georgia Tech's newest star scientist, showed off the "The
Razor," Wednesday. It's an IBM supercomputer that will anchor Tech's new 
$8.5 million Center for the Study of Systems Biology, which Skolnick will 
head.

The computer, housed in the BellSouth building in Midtown Atlanta, is the 41st
fastest computer in the world, unseating a computer at CalTech by being able 
to perform more than 8.5 trillion --- that's trillion --- calculations per second, 
Tech officials said. It is the second fastest computer at a university in the 
Southeast, trailing only one at Virginia Tech.

Skolnick and his team of 20 scientists, who were recruited to Tech from the
University of Buffalo by the nonprofit Georgia Research Alliance in December, 
will use the powerful supercomputer to analyze complex DNA and proteins to 
learn more about cancer genes. Their eventual goal is to create more targeted 
drugs for the disease, he said.

Wayne Clough, the president of Georgia Tech, said the new technology and
computational modeling it makes possible are "pushing the frontiers of 
science."

Tech's recruitment of Skolnick was part of a statewide push to become a
leading center of biotechnology.

Systems biology, Skolnick's field, melds the power of computing with the
basics of biology. It focuses on how complex living systems interact with one 
another, essentially, Skolnick says, to "make sense of the mess." The field 
uses the huge amount of data from the sequencing of the human genome.

Michael Cassidy, the president of the Georgia Research Alliance, which has
brought more than 50 scientific scholars to the state, said the new center and 
its research are "critical to the future health of Georgians and Americans."

Skolnick graduated summa cum laude from Washington University in St.
Louis and holds a master's degree and doctorate in chemistry from Yale 
University. Before moving to the University of Buffalo, he directed the Danford 
Plant Science Center in St. Louis.

Tech's center is funded through grant money from the state, the Georgia
Research Alliance and the National Institutes of Health. 

ADVERTISEMENT

MOST POPULAR STORIES

Drowning fisherman calls 911 on cellphone
Knife-wielding man arrested in Atlanta standoff
Michael Schiavo: Divorce Wasn't an Option
Reason for Dana Crash May Not Be Discerned
Friend Says Tenn. Preacher's Wife Sorry

Atlanta service professionals
Find the right people for the job:

 Keyword  Business Name

Powered by Kudzu.com

Enter Search Terms

Home

Nation/World

Metro

Obituaries

Business

Sports

Living

Home&Garden

Opinion

Travel

Health

Shopping

Entertainment

Events

Restaurants

Movies

Music

Recreation

Arts

Ads by Google

Realm Condos in Buckhead
An exciting new condominium is rising on the Buckhead skyline.
www.realmcondos.com

Ringtones
Get All Your Favorite Songs Available Now On Your Cell For Fre
www.blinko.com

Buckhead Condos
View all Buckhead Condos for sale Plus Condos For Sale With Owner
HelpUSell.com/Intown



'The Razor' slices, dices life's basic data | ajc.com http://www.ajc.com/search/content/auto/epaper/editions/today/metro...

2 of 2 3/27/06 3:11 PM

© 2006 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution | Customer care | Advertise with us | Visitor Agreement | Privacy Statement | Permissions

Schools NEW!
Teacher aid

 

Pick any subscription. Only $10 per month. Subscribe now!

Post your resume on ajcjobs and connect to Atlanta's top employers

 EMAIL THIS PRINT THIS MOST POPULAR

  Search our archives (back to 1985)  Go  
Personalize your AJC

  


